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Teen drinking

May 23 of 2019 will mark the 10-
year anniversary of the tragic death 
of Joseph Loudon at a teen party 
that involved underage drinking.  
For those who still remember, Jo-
seph Loudon was a much-loved 
teenager who played three team 
sports and had a 3.8 GPA.  After 
the tragedy, the summer of 2009 
were the darkest months in Orinda 
where there were lots of grief, sad-
ness, fi nger pointing and law suits.  
However, how quickly did the 
teenagers and parents forget?  Ev-
eryone has moved on, and teenag-
ers are back to hosting or attending 
teen parties whenever parents are 
out of town.  My own son did just 
that, and I only found out because 
the police were called.  However, 
there was no police report, no in-
vestigation on how underage kids 
get access to alcohol, and bottom 
line was no one was in trouble.  I 
get it.  Who wants our kids to be in 
trouble or have any record of sub-
stance abuse?  However, my son 
confessed to me that he has been 
going to these teen parties, and 
that he had witnessed a girl having 
to go to hospital for alcohol poi-
soning.  It occurred to me that this 
is another Joseph Loudon tragedy 

waiting to happen if these unsu-
pervised teen parties don’t stop.  
The only question is, who is the 
next unlucky teenager?  I certainly 
don’t want that to be my son.  Ask 
yourself, do you want your child 
to be the next victim?  If not, then 
next time you have to leave town 
for any reason, please think hard 
before leaving your teenagers 
home alone unsupervised.  There’s 
a good chance they will host a teen 
party that will involve alcohol 
and/or drugs.  Most of the teenag-
ers that I know are great kids, but 
that does not mean these teenagers 
will know what is best for them-
selves and they do not think about 
what can happen to them.  But we 
adults do, so PLEASE, don’t give 
your teenagers the chance to be-
come the next victim, don’t leave 
them home unsupervised.  I cer-
tainly learned my lesson.  Even for 
teenagers going to a party, parents 
should fi nd out where they are go-
ing, and make sure that the party 
has adult supervision.  

Resident of Orinda

(Editor’s note:  The author of this 
letter requested anonymity due to 
concern over the mention of their 
own child’s activity.)
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STOP Rodents With Our Unique 4-Step Rodent Removal/Clean-up Process!

www.honestrodentproofi ng.com

925.433.3988
2977 Ygnacio Valley Bvd.

Walnut Creek

OUR ONE OF A KIND 4 STEP 

RODENT REMOVAL PROCESS:

Step One - Rodent Inspection

Step Two - Rodent Proofi ng

Step Three - Clean Up/Sanitation

Step Four - Follow Up/Check Traps

10% 

OFF
Rodent

Proofi ng

$200 

OFF
Rodent

Protection 
Plan

FREE
Detailed 
Rodent

InspectionWE OFFER:
 - Rodent Proofi ng (all access points in and out)
 - Rodent Removal
 - Attic and Crawl space clean-up sanitization
 - Insulation replacement
 - Roof repair due to rodent damage

Call Us To Schedule a Free Inspection: 925-433-3988

Effective Rodent 

Control - No Contract 

Required

GRADES K-12 
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.comBig weekend at Miramonte 
starts Aug. 17
By Sora O’Doherty

Miramonte Principal Julie 
Parks hopes to fi ll the stands 

for the fi rst home football game 
on Aug. 17, which will also be the 
annual Mat’s Day when students 
receive their schedules and ensure 
they are ready for the fi rst day of 
school.  This year, Mat’s Day will 
be offered in the evening in the 
big gym so that students can enjoy 
the opening night of Matador foot-
ball.  The game will begin at 7 
p.m. and all students and families 
are invited to cheer on the team.  
Snacks will be available at the 
snack shack.  Leadership will be 
planning spirit activities for the 
evening and the school is hoping 
to make this a big night for all 
Orinda to celebrate the beginning 
of the school year.  The annual 
athletic health screening will also 
be held from 3 to 6 p.m. Aug. 17 

in the Miramonte Band Room.
 The following day, from 9 
a.m. to noon, Miramonte will host 
the annual sprint distance Nor-Cal 
Kids Triathlon. Kids ages 4 to 14 
are invited to participate in this fun 
event that encourages exercise in a 
fun environment. Offered for 2018 
are individual divisions from ages 
4 to 14 years old. There will not be 
a relay division this year. Registra-
tion ends Aug. 16 at noon and reg-
istration information can be found 
online at https://www.trisignup.
com/Race/CA/Orinda/NorCalKid-
sTriathlon.
 Miramonte will host the Senior 
Barbecue from 5 to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 19 in the senior parking lot. 
After this busy weekend, students 
throughout Lamorinda will report 
for the fi rst day of school on Mon-
day, Aug. 20.

Maria Eberle, REALTOR®
(925) 478-7190
Maria@MariaEberle.com
www.MariaEberle.com
CalBRE #01798906

Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Maria Eberle, REALTOR®

(925) 478-7190
Maria@MariaEberle.com 
www.MariaEberle.com 
CalBRE #01798906

You Already Know Us …
With our local expertise, superior resources and
customized marketing, we can get you the optimal
selling price for your home.  We will provide the
one-on-one attention, respect and honesty you
deserve.  Call us if you’d like a complimentary home
valuation even if you are not planning to sell in the 
near near future. 

We welcome your 
business & referrals.

Larry Duson 415-297-2680
     larry.duson@dusonjoneshomes.com

Jeanne Jones 925-989-2262
     jeanne.jones@dusonjoneshomes.com


